
Dear Little Boy of Mine   
music by Ernest Ball, lyrics by J. Keirn Brennan, 1918

Old lead sheets of public domain music are full of great tunes and great harmonies. Often 
they present opportunities to think enharmonically. Here’s a good example from an old song 
with music by Ernest Ball. 

You’ll find the sheet music at http://digitalcommons.conncoll.edu/sheetmusic/49/ and hear 
it http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/recordings/detail/id/6959/. Bing Crosby and Frank Sinatra 
performed this. 

The C dim chord that’s circled here can more easily be played as a B# dim, not a chord most 
other instrumentalists would like to consider but on harp, this makes it easy. The D# and F# 
are already in place for the B chord so transpose the melody note “down one string”, move 
one pedal (B to B#) and you’re ready. Return to B natural for the Em following, then get the 
D natural and F natural as you play the G7.

Helpful Harp Hint Tuesday post from January 2014  Barbara Ann Fackler http://hornandharp.com


